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"The Best of Intentions" - Mark 14:26-31 

13 April Anno Domini 2003 -- Palm Sunday 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

In your minds, go back a little more than 100 days. It's New Year's - a time when the best of 

intentions often surface with the naming of certain resolutions. Do you recall what some of them 

were. Doing so might make you smile as you consider several resolutions ... make you cringe when 

pondering a couple ... perhaps even make you weep at one. 

 

You're not alone. At the Fall, Adam must have thought he intended well, Eve too. King Saul had the 

best intentions he could muster when he put into practice a functional view of an office that was not 

his and made the sacrifice. Abraham, King David, Naaman, Jeremiah, Zachariah, Mary, Judas, John, 

Augustine, Luther, Walther, you, me. How does it happen? Pride. Fear. Pressure. Lust. Anger.  

 

The Gospel reading for today tells us of the intentions made by Peter and the other disciples of our 

Lord. Listen to Mark 14:26-31 once again and hear the Word regarding the ... 

 

... "The Best of Intentions" 

 

"And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them: 

‘You will all fall away; for it is written, "I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered." 

But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.' Peter said to Him, ‘Even though they fall 

away, I will not.' And Jesus said to Him, ‘Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows 

twice, you will deny Me three times.' But he said vehemently, ‘If I must die with You, I will not 

deny You.' And they all said the same." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

Following the singing of a hymn, our Lord and His disciples went forth into the darkness of the 

Jerusalem night. As they do the great suffering of the Savior begins, and Jesus' soul, which had 

rejoiced in the old and new Passovers minutes earlier, now descends to unknown depths of sorrow 

and anguish as the thoughts of the approaching hour overshadows body and soul. 

 

For a time, the disciples follow in silence - their hearts beginning to echo the strange events of the 

evening. No doubt they remembered that Jesus had said to them: "Where I am going, you cannot 

follow now" (John 13:36). The disciples knew that, despite what their Master had said, they 

continued to follow Him. 

 

Then Jesus spoke: "You will all fall away from Me this night." Despite the best of intentions in their 

minds and repeatedly utter in their words about never falling away from Him - despite their steps 

which they walked with Him on that first Palm Sunday, they would all fall away from Him. It was 

easy then, even quite pleasurable to be a member of the closest group to our Lord when He made His 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem. It was daytime and the crowds were singing shouts of praise and 
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carpeting their way with cloaks and palm branches. 

 

Thus it is, so often and too often, with us. It is quite enjoyable to be a follower of Christ when it is an 

easy and uplifting time in our lives. Sharing in the glory of being a disciple, when there is no 

persecution and no putdown and no pressure - well, no ones minds that sort of life. It is at such times 

when we, like Peter, will gladly and confidently say: "You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God" 

(Matthew 16:16). I will be beside you all the way, Jesus. But it is different when being a Christian is 

a liability in the eyes of the world - when the sunshine of discipleship turns to the darkness of 

pressure, doubt, illness and death. 

 

Even on their way to Gethsemane with Jesus the disciples had the best of intentions. Do you want to 

behold something that hints of this desertion, that is just an inkling of this desertion in progress? 

Listen and watch, for it's with the best of intentions that the Sunday mass sings "Hosanna" and 

waves palm branches. Will you follow Him and hear His Word? Oh yes. But how many will be here 

on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday?  

 

Jesus brought His disciples down from the mountain-top of Palm Sunday with its waving and raving 

followers, to the solitude of denial when they were amongst the soldiers and foes sent by the chief 

priests, scribes and elders. He spoke of their falling away as a fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecy. Jesus quotes the prophet Zechariah (13:7): "I (namely God Himself), I will strike the 

Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered." 

 

The Good Shepherd will be stricken, smitten by God and afflicted, and the sheep will scatter. Just as 

the flock, when it is deprived of its shepherd, is scattered in terror, so shall it be with the disciples, 

and the prophecy of Zechariah shall find its fulfillment even in them. Could this be? Could I, Peter, 

be so scattered? Never, he says. "Even though they all fall away, I will not!" Now Peter is more sure 

of himself than ever. He openly contradicts Jesus. These others may fall away from You, Jesus, but I 

never will. Peter was certain that he would never be guilty of falling away from Christ. Other sins he 

may commit, but not the one of leaving the Master at the moment of the Master's greatest need. 

 

We say the same thing. With the best of intentions and promises, we focus on ourselves when the 

day is pleasant, stating that we would never be found guilty of leaving Christ, of treason, of murder, 

of adultery. Yet, each one of us is capable of, not only the most mild, but the most horrific 

transgressions of God's Word and will. 

 

"Even though the rest might fall away from You Lord, I most certainly won't!" Not me. Not my 

family. Not my children. Not my parents. Not my grandchildren. Because Peter stood out from the 

crowd of disciples and had spoken so confidently of his desire to follow Christ in His suffering, the 

Savior turns to him again and publicly declares: "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded you that 

he might sift you like wheat." Peter's response? "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to 

death." 

 

And hundreds have stood before this very altar and answered in the affirmative when asked, "Do you 

intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church, and to suffer all, even death, rather than 

fall away from it?" 

 

Peter is convinced in his own mind that Jesus' words will not be fulfilled in him. He assures the 

Master again that he is ready to go, not only to prison, but even to death along the side of Jesus. 

Jesus does not argue the point with him, but proceeds with a specific declaration of what will be: 
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"Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny Me three times."  

 

Do you remember the words of the fisherman on that night? "I do not know what you mean." "I do 

not know the man." "I do not know the man!" And thus the scattering. And thus far the best of 

intentions - ones proceeding from a sinful heart bolstered by an unrestrained spirit - ones now cast 

upon the garbage pit of man's promises. And this would be the end of the account and our lives if 

there were no hope. 

 

Do you recall what else Jesus said? It was not only the consequences of sin's reality, but that other 

Word - the promise of hope now and life hereafter. "You will all fall away; for it is written, 'I will 

strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will go before you to 

Galilee." 

 

Jesus knew what was ahead and He has the best of intentions for the world. In fact, even before the 

foundation of the world - before time and space are - God knew what He would do. He intended 

eternal life and He set about to be that life. The LORD knew that the Fall would take place and He 

intended to be the Way to Paradise. This is Jehovah, Who for us men and for our salvation, came 

down from heaven, was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary and was made man. 

 

Dear baptized, behold the best of intentions. Christ came to redeem the world, not with silver and 

gold, but with His fulfillment of the Law, His sin-atoning suffering, His holy Blood shed and His 

innocent death. "But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." This is the Word of the 

LORD. This is His Promise and God does not lie and God does not fail to do what He has said. 

 

He suffered and died for you. Even though He gave His Life for you, death could not keep Him. 

Even though the tomb enclosed His body, the grave could not keep it. Christ lives and Jesus will not 

allow His sheep to remain scattered. He adds in consolation, hope and assurance that after He has 

been raised from the dead, He will precede His disciples into Galilee. God gathers His followers and 

is with them always even to the end of the age. Thus the LORD has been with His Church down 

through the centuries - gathering the scattered in His Name - absolving them of all their sins in the 

Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit - speaking to His Church in the reading 

of His Word - setting His Table before His people and telling them to eat and to drink. 

 

What is true for the many is true for the one - for you. Are you downcast because of neglected and 

broken resolutions that serve as a mirror to show you your sins? Then hear of your Savior whose 

suffering and death on the cross demonstrates that you are that important to Him. Does the future 

seem uncertain because of your failing health, then behold the Son of God Who sends the Holy 

Spirit to be with you always and of Whom you may say, "If God be for me, who can stand against 

me?" If your life is scattered because of a broken family or marriage, look to the Lord of the 

universe Who assembles the pieces and gives purpose and life. If your trust in someone has been 

shattered by unkept promises or told secrets, then behold the Son of God Who keeps all of His 

promises and Who remembers your sins no more.  

 

And you children, do you want to hear "The Best of Intentions"? Then hear the Word that applies to 

you, dear little one, and to the whole congregation just as it did to someone else - to a child of God 

named Jeremiah, and to the church. "'I know the plans I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future'" (Jeremiah 29:11). Amen. 


